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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 16 is objected to because of the following informalities: The claim recites 
two instances of "an analog signal," one in lines 1 and 2, and again in line 4. The 
Examiner believes the instance in line 4 should read either -the analog signal- or -said 
analog signal--. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-6, 9-10, 13, and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Hisatomi et al (US Patent Application Publication 2002/0159766). 

Regarding claims 1 and 12, Hisatomi et al disclose a method and apparatus for 
digitally recording broadcast content comprising: 

• receiving the broadcast content (Paragraph 12); 

• storing a first digital copy of the broadcast content on a first storage medium 
(Paragraph 12), wherein the first digital copy is formatted to be displayed by a 
display device through a decoder (Paragraph 16); and 

• storing a second digital copy of the broadcast content on the first storage 
medium (Paragraphs 39 and 40); wherein the second digital copy is formatted 
to be compatible with a second storage medium (Paragraph 34). 



Application/Control Number: 10/763,623 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2616 

Regarding claims 2 and 13, Hisatomi et al disclose a method and apparatus for 
digitally recording broadcast content wherein the first storage medium comprises a hard 
disk drive unit and the second storage medium comprises a recordable DVD 
(Paragraphs 39 and 40). 

Regarding claims 4 and 15, Hisatomi et al disclose a method and apparatus for 
digitally recording broadcast content comprising selectively creating the second digital 
copy, wherein the second digital copy is created after the first digital copy is created 
(Paragraph 12). 

Regarding claims 5 and 16, Hisatomi et al disclose a method and apparatus for 
digitally recording broadcast content wherein the broadcast content comprises an 
analog signal (Paragraph 34). 

Further regarding claim 16 Hisatomi et al disclose an encoder for digitally 
encoding the analog signal (Paragraph 34); and the formatter converts the broadcast 
content into a format suitable to be displayed by the display device (Figure 1 , "TV"). 

Regarding claim 6, Hisatomi et al disclose a method and apparatus for digitally 
recording broadcast content wherein broadcast content is converted to a digital format; 
and formatting the broadcast content to be compatible with the second storage medium 
(Paragraph 34). 

Regarding claim 9, Hisatomi et al disclose a method and apparatus for digitally 
recording broadcast content wherein the content is a standard-definition digital 
broadcast (Paragraph 36). 
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Regarding claim 10, Hisatomi et al disclose a method and apparatus for digitally 
recording broadcast content wherein the digital broadcast is stored as the first digital 
copy (Paragraph 12); and the content is formatted to be compatible with the second 
storage medium to create the second digital copy (Paragraphs 34, 39, and 40). 

Regarding claims 17 and 18, Hisatomi et al disclose system for digitally 
recording broadcast content wherein the input is a standard-definition digital broadcast 
(Paragraph 36). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3, 7-8, 1 1, 14, and 19-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hisatomi et al. 

Regarding claims 3 and 14, Hisatomi et al disclose real-time recording on a 
DVD media (Figures 3A through 3D), but do not specifically disclose making a second 
digital copy of a program on that media. 

The examiner takes official notice that real-time recording on a DVD is well- 
known, commercially available, and widely used, providing the user with a copy of an 
audio-visual program as it is transmitted to the user. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Hisatomi et al in order to provide for a real-time recording 
of a second copy of the program data. 

Regarding claims 7 and 19, Hisatomi et al disclose a method and apparatus for 
digitally recording broadcast content wherein the input signal is a digital broadcast 
(Paragraph 36), but does not specifically disclose the signal as being high definition. 

The examiner takes official notice that high definition broadcast content is well- 
known, commercially available, and widely used, and that high definition broadcast 
content provides the user with increased satisfaction with the program being viewed 
and/or recorded. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Hisatomi et al in order to allow for reception and 
recording of high definition broadcast content. 

Regarding claim 8 and further regarding claim 19, Hisatomi et al disclose a 
method and apparatus for digitally recording broadcast content wherein the first digital 
copy is stored on the first storage medium (Paragraphs 36 and 37); the broadcast 
content is converted to an interim signal (Paragraph 37); and formatting the interim 
signal to be compatible with the second storage medium in order to store the second 
digital copy (Paragraph 39). 

Regarding claim 11, Hisatomi et al are silent on the topic of high-speed dubbing 
of the second copy to the second storage medium. 
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The examiner takes official notice that high-speed dubbing of digital signals is 
well-known, commercially available, and widely used, allowing the user to complete a 
copying process quickly and easily, 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Hisatomi et al in order to provide for a high speed 
dubbing process. 

Regarding claim 20, Hisatomi et al disclose a method for performing high-speed 
dubbing of broadcast content comprising: 

• storing on a first storage medium a first digital copy of the broadcast content 
(Paragraph 12) that is encoded and formatted for display on a display device 
(Paragraph 16); 

• formatting the first digital copy to create a second digital copy of the 
broadcast content that is compatible with a second storage medium 
(Paragraph 34); 

• storing the second digital copy of the broadcast content on the first storage 
medium (Paragraphs 39 and 40). 

Hisatomi et al are silent on the topic of high-speed dubbing of the second 
copy to the second storage medium. 

The examiner takes official notice that high-speed dubbing of digital signals is 
well-known, commercially available, and widely used, allowing the user to 
complete a copying process quickly and easily, 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Hisatomi et al in order to provide for a high speed 
dubbing process. 

Regarding claim 21 , please refer to Examiner's remarks regarding claims 5, 6, 
and 16. 

Regarding claim 22, please refer to Examiner's remarks regarding claims 7, 8, 
and 19. 

Regarding claim 23, please refer to Examiner's remarks regarding claims 9 and 

10. 

Regarding claim 24, please refer to Examiner's remarks regarding claims 2 and 

13. 

Regarding claim 25, please refer to Examiner's remarks regarding claims 3 and 

14. 

Regarding claim 26, please refer to Examiner's remarks regarding claims 4 and 

15. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James A. Fletcher whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7377. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:45-5:45 M-Th, first Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on (571) 272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JAF 

17 February 2006 




